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Four Freedoms for 
Chinese Seamen? 


A shameful thing has happened, a 
disgrace to America and the Democra- 
cies, revealing how shoddy many of our 
loud pronouncements are concerning the 
aims of the United Nations for equality, 
freedom and justice. 

As reported in Between The Lines a 
few weeks back, there has been trouble 
in the American seaports because of the 
treatment of Chinese seamen sailing on 
United Nations ships. News of this situ- 
ation is being suppressed as much as 
possible for of course it throws acid in 
the face of our war aims, but if Chris- 
tianity and Christian democracy means 
anything in America, these facts should 
be known. 

Here is the complete story: A large 
United Nations cargo vessel under a 
British captain sailed from Singapore 
last September, arrived in New York’s 
harbor in November and has been tied 
up there ever since. After months of im- 
prisonment in their crowded quarters on 
the ship, while the white members of 
the crew were allowed shore privileges at 
any time when not on duty, the Chinese 
members of the crew, who were only al- 
lowed one brief excursion ashore during 
all those months, went to the captain to 
demand some of the unpaid back wages 
due them and the right to go ashore un- 
der whatever necessary arrangements 
might be made with immigration au- 
thorities. 

Two spokesmen for the Chinese crew- 
men went to the captain’s cabin and were 
admitted for a conference. The captain 
flew into a fury and, shooting one of 
them, killed him. The captain claimed 
mutiny—on a ship that had been locked 
in port for five months,—and also claimed 
in court that if he had really done his 
duty he would “have shot more of the 
yellow —— ’s”. An American court 
acquitted the captain and threw the rest 
of the Chinese seamen into prison where 
they still are awaiting trial for disorder- 
ly conduct! 

And we repeat,—the captain was ac- 
quitted! 

No doubt legally, in respect to immi- 
gration law, the ship’s company and cap- 
tain could bend the law in their favor 
and an American judge and court let 
them do it. But this is a case of im- 
moral and indecent hypocrisy on the part 
of Americans and Englishmen who shout 
about the noble Chinese allies fighting 
for us and then treat them like dogs 

(Continued on next page) 


“Free Browder”—“Deport Bridges”! 


The freeing of Earl Browder, America’s arch Communist, and the deportation 
action against Harry Bridges on charges of Communism has left the average 
American citizen pretty dizzy. Browder is freed by a personal statement of the 
President “to promote national unity”’—then in a little while the same govern- 
ment starts deportation charges against another Communist for the same reason! 
The explanation in Washington is that the President has been pushing every 
angle possible to change the attitude of the average American toward Russia as 
the home of Godlessness and Bolshevist tyranny. The American Communists 
had used this official trend as a chance to plug hard for the release of Browder 
from prison. The hubbub they raised with petitions and parades grew to such 
momentum that it fooled even the President into thinking that America had 
changed its attitude towards the Communists so why not free Browder as a nice 
diplomatic gesture to the Red Square? However, the rebound was terrific, especial- 
ly from the Catholics who have a way of speaking up loudly and in unity—a gift 
so unfortunately absent in Protestantism. It is reported that as Mr. Roosevelt 
looked at the avalanche of protests and criticism concerning the release of Brow- 
der, he muttered, ‘“You’d think I’d put him on the cabinet.” And one newsman 
claims he heard a left wing New Dealer chirp up “That’s an idea!” 


Dictator Prado 


Not many Americans know that President Prado of Peru, who was recently 
feted in this country by our President and other officials in a grand gesture of 
Pan American friendship, is considered a dictator by common Peruvian citizens. 
There are nearly 5,000 persons in prison in Peru on political charges. When 
Prado was entertained by the officials of Boston, some South American students 
from Harvard, with others, picketed the club where the dinner of honor was in 
progress and considerable commotion occurred when shouts for Peruvian freedom 
rang in the streets of old Boston. The Dictator, acclaimed here officially as a 
great champion of democracy, was stunned and paled by some of the cries he 
heard in his native tongue—“Arriba Aprista—Haya de la Torre!” 

Of course newspapers barely mentioned the incident, but the Peruvian labor 
liberalists party, called “Aprista,” under the leadership of Haya de la Torre, 
which has been suppressed by imprisonment and violence, has been able to reach 
its hand out across the sea from behind its iron bars. 


The President Fights Race Discrimination 


President Roosevelt is continuing to achieve remarkable progress in race rela- 
tions in industry. Eight large corporations around New York, which have been 
refusing to hire Negroes or Jews, have been ordered by the President’s special 
committee on fair employment practice to cease their racial discriminations. The 
firms under this order are: Carl Norden, Inc. and Fairchild Aviation Corporation 
both in New York City; Wright Aeronautical Corporation of Paterson, N. J.; 
Becton, Dickinson & Co. and Continental Can Company of East Rutherford, N. J.; 
Babcock & Wilcox of Bayonne; Titeflex Metal Hose Co., Newark; and Isolantite, 
Inc., of Belleville, N. J 


*Unintelligible Message” 


Howard Penley tells about the pacifist Richard Gregg who recently cabled 
Gandhi wishing to express sympathy and encouragement for that leader’s posi- 
tion in today’s troubled India. Cablegrams are expensive and Mr. Gregg simpli- 
fied his message to the following words: “Gandhi, India. LOVE. Richard Gregg.” 
The cable was refused by the government censorship bureau on the grounds that 
the message was “unintelligible’—Mr. Gregg changed it to read “Affectionate Re- 
gards” and the message went through. 


Denominational Schools Ruined by Taxes 


Did you know that the proposed Federal tax on bequests and gifts will wreck 
at least % of the denominational colleges and religious training institutions of 
America? Tax exempt gifts have been enabling many such institutions to keep 
alive in areas where they represent the only place young people can be trained 
for Christian living and service. The religious education boards of all denomina- 
tions, Catholic Charities, etc. are organizing to oppose this threat. 
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What Negro America Is Talking About 


Washington, D. C. has recently become the center of racial 
tenseness. The government, sincerely trying to lead the way 
in a liberalization of racial attitudes in America, has been hir- 
ing and bringing to Washington many Negroes and has been 
using them in various departments. Many of these Negroes are 
from the north, well educated, well mannered and sufficiently 
skilled in their line to command the respect of their department 
bosses and co-workers. But Jim Crow laws still are maintained 
in most of Washington’s public life and when Southern customs 
are met by the brisk, independent northern Negro serious trou- 
ble often occurs. One of the governmental departments has 
opened a new branch across the river in Arlington. The new 
government building has a cafeteria. The orders were to allow 
Negroes to eat in the cafeteria. Even the most prejudiced person 
in Washington has to admit that when the Negroes are admitted 
to these restaurants they usually eat quietly and unobtrusively 
or, if in a group, keep pretty well to themselves for their own 
enjoyment. Rare indeed have been complaints of conduct 
against the Negro citizens when they have been granted such 
privileges. But some minor authority, contrary to official or- 
ders, set up armed guards to keep Negroes out of the new de- 
partment’s cafe. The Negro department workers had been 
given to understand they were to eat there and when they dis- 
covered the purpose of the guards, they stood in a group and 
began arguing with the officers. The guards made unfortunate 
gestures with their nightsticks. One guard in civilian clothes 
accompanied by several others came up from the rear, and the 
leader with a drawn revolver ordered the Negroes to leave. The 
Negro leaders very justifiably refused to move until the firearms 
were put away. The guard finally put his revolver back in its 
place and the Negro spokesman turned to leave. All affidavits 
testify that when the Negro spokesman turned to depart the 
guard then swung with his nightstick and opened a vicious gash 
in the Negro’s head. He was taken to the hospital badly wound- 
ed. The officers claimed that the Negro assaulted the guard but 
no evidence in any of the affidavits obtained from witnesses bore 
out this story. Direct action by the war department is being 
taken to remove the Jim Crow restrictions, but such dangerous 
stupidity on the part of armed officials continues to prevail in 
thousands of places in America to the peril of our democracy. 
Reasonable, Christian-minded leaders of both races, if given a 
chance, could solve these problems whenever they arise. 


Axis Propaganda Among Negroes 


Two Negro delegates to the United Steelworkers’ CIO con- 
vention in Cleveland recently aroused spontaneous cheers that 
swept the great audience of workers time and again when they 
spoke for a resolution against Hitlerism at home as well as 
abroad,—specifically as it applies to racial discrimination. Joe 
Cook, since 1937 Negro president of a local steelworkers’ CIO 
to which only eight or nine other Negroes belong, warned of 
Axis propaganda among Negroes. The resolution was adopted 
and pledged United Steelworkers to fight for equality among 
workers of all races, treeds and colors,—in industry, in schools, 
in the government and in the armed forces. 
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False Advertising 


Have you seen the full page ads which the various big corpo- 
rations, proven guilty of monopolistic treasonable practices, ran 
in hundreds of American papers to confuse the public and dis- 
count any factual account of their guilt? Standard Oil, U. S. 
Steel, General Electric and others spent large sums in this ef- 
fort. A typical example is General Electric’s “Story of Carboloy” 
—a noble sounding, attractive full page ad that appeared in 
nearly every important paper and weekly magazine in the coun- 
try. General Electric could easily mislead the people because 
the press had previously carried such small, muffled stories that 
few ever got a clear idea of what had happened. In a subsequent 
meeting of the Congressional patents committee, the Department 
of Justice presented additional evidence that proved every state- 
ment in the advertisements false and misleading. However, as 
we must expect, press releases carried very little of these ad- 
ditional testimonies. 

Also Standard Oil, in full page newspaper ads, loudly pro- 
tested that the charges concerning their hand in glove arrange- 
ments with the Nazi I. G. Farben Corporation was untrue and 
unfair, but refused to accept the open challenge of the govern- 
ment attorneys to refute under oath the testimony taken in the 
case. It is this constant technique of General Electric, the Alu- 
minum Corporation of America, the Manganese Corporation, 
Standard Oil, ete. etc. of protesting to the public in expensive 
ads that enforce the support of the press and consistently refus- 
ing to face the issue in court which convinces the Christian mind 
that as bad as it is, we are only getting part of what in its en- 
tirety would be a revelation of low morals in high places. The 
Department of Justice has won convictions in practically all 
these cases, has forced the corporations to release the strangle 
holds that were seriouly hampering the defense efforts and is 
content to let the matter rest with that. Social scientists how- 
ever are preparing documentary book-length reports on these 
cases which in a few months will be available for careful study. 


Resistance in Denmark 


Danish bitterness towards the Nazis continues unabated. The 
stubborn Danes will not melt in their icy indifference to their 
“Nazi protectors”. German newspapers whine that “Danish peo- 
ple are ungrateful for our cooperation”—cooperation that cost 
the Danes their rich world wide trade in dairy and farm prod- 
ducts and much of their other sources of sustenance! The Dan- 
ish King recently celebrated his 30th coronation anniversary and 
begged his people not to bring trouble on themselves by public 
commemoration of the event. However, most of the towns and 
villages celebrated in ingenious ways,—markings on walls that 
made youthful Nazi guards turn pale, Nazi flags that strangely 
disappeared and Danish flags that took their place, dead fish 
that mysteriously appeared in the rooms of Nazi officials .. . 
Speaking of fish,—John Lewine tells of the Danish fish peddler 
who cried his wares in Copenhagen streets by, “Fresh fish, as 
fat as Goering.” He was put in jail a week for insulting the 
Nazi chief. On his release he altered his peddler’s cry, “Fresh 
fish, as fat as last week.” ‘ 








